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command of concentrated and often highly imaginative phrases,
such as: 'Despair hath bloody heels'; 'Confusion is the justice
of the devil'; 'Sickness mows down desire'; 'A king's just
favourite is truth'; 'Few mean ill in vain.' In his choruses, his
verse, occasionally, reaches a gnomic weight and solemnity, which
rivals Milton's Samson Agonistes. His speculation, by its mere
intensity, is essentially poetical. The originality of his work be-
comes clear when we compare it with the dull though able con-
temporary Monarchic^ Tragedies of Sir William Alexander,
afterwards earl of Stirling. Greville is the seer or Hebrew
prophet of the Elizabethan dramatists, and, therefore, he is a
solitary figure. Although a practical politician of large ex-
perience, he was yet able to view politics sub specie aeternitatis and
to declare his convictions with extraordinary sincerity in his two
plays.